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The McIntosh County Republican Party will meet on May 12, 2022, at the Fish Dock Restaurant.  

Everyone is invited to come and see what we’re all about.  You will have an opportunity to order a meal 

and/or dessert from the Fish Dock menu.  As usual, the MCRP Executive Board will meet at 5:30, and the 

Membership meeting starts at 6pm.  

McIntosh County Commission Candidates:  In our last newsletter, Stuart Peterseim was left off the list 

of At-Large Commission Candidates for McIntosh County.  The field of Republican candidates in this 

important race includes (in alphabetical order) 

• Tim Gardner 

• Stuart Peterseim 

• Davis Poole, Jr.  

All of them are members of the McIntosh County Republican Party.  There are no Democrat candidates 

for this seat. 

MCRP member Kate Pontello Karwacki (incumbent) is running unopposed for the District One 

commission seat, and Fred Stregles (incumbent) is running unopposed for the District One school board 

position.  Stregles is also a member of MCRP. 

Early voting in Georgia has begun and will continue through Friday, May 20, from 8 am to 5 pm.  This 

includes two Saturday dates:  May 7 and May 14 with special hours (9 to 4).  For Early Voting only, 

everyone in McIntosh County will vote at the Board of Elections office at 103 Jefferson Street in Darien 

(across from the Post Office.)  Only on Primary Day, Tuesday May 24th, will all four polling precincts be 

operational: Darien Fire Station for District 1, Darien Church of God on Blount Crossing for District 2, 

Crescent Fire Station for District 3, and Shellman Bluff Fire Station for District 4.  Watch for your MCRP 

poll watchers at every location on May 24, but don’t talk to them because they are not allowed to talk to 

voters! 

A separate special election for SPLOST is being held at the same time and places as the Primary Vote, 

including Early Voting.  You will have the opportunity to vote “yes” or “no” on the extension of the 

SPLOST (Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax.) You can find an extensive article on this topic in the 

May 5th edition of The Darien News.  In summary, this is a continuation of the one cent local sales tax 

that has been collected since 2016, and is due to expire on Sept 30, 2022.  It is not an increase!  

According to the newspaper article, the money collected is to be spent primarily on public safety 

equipment, including vehicles, for the Sheriff’s Department, City of Darien Police Department, and for 

the fire departments.  



MCRP will be represented at Second Saturday in 

Darien on May 14! Since the 14th is one of the Saturday 

Early voting days, we’ll be encouraging people to go 

and get that job done. We’ll also encourage people to 

register to vote.  Our hats and tee shirts will be on sale, 

and several candidates or their representatives may 

show up too! This is an opportunity to make our 

presence known and to sign up new members.  

This booth will not be as extensive as the Blessing of 

the Fleet booth, but we could still use some volunteers 

to help meet and greet people. Please respond to this email or call Linda Gravitt at 404-375-2228 to 

volunteer.  

Report on Early voting:  As of the end of Day 2 of Early Voting, a total of 209 voters have turned out.  

Linda Daniels and Linda Gravitt monitored the voting all day on Monday and will be popping in and out 

for the next three weeks. By law, anyone is welcome to observe the opening and closing of the polls, but 

quarters are tight there, especially with a whole room devoted to the SPLOST election. The only drop 

box is inside the office, under the observation of poll workers and poll watchers. Those who bring in 

absentee ballots are questioned as to whether they are related to the voter; according to the new law, 

only family members and those who live in the same household are able to bring in these ballots. 

Election Superintendent Doll Gale is doing a superb job of following the law and keeping things flowing 

smoothly. The election workers are well trained and working hard too. Voting is easy, so come on down! 

Election campaigning continues.  We as a party are pledged to remain neutral until the Primary is over, 

but you as an individual are encouraged to get out there and work for your favorites. So put up signs in 

your yard, wave them on the street corner, or go door knocking.  Just don’t wear your McIntosh 

Republican Party tee shirts while you do it! 

Remember, campaign signs are not allowed on the right of way of any street, road, or highway in 

Georgia. If you put them there, the DOT or other authorities are likely to pick them up and destroy the 

sign.  You may place a sign on your own or others’ private property, but only with the owner’s 

permission.  If someone puts a sign in your yard without your permission, you have every right to 

remove it.  

 

If you have a question or comment about this newsletter, please reply to this email. If you no longer wish 

to receive these messages, let us know too.  We are trying not to load up your inbox with too many 

messages, but there is just so much going on! 


